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Contextualising trade within students' 
background knowledge 

Prompts to start students thinking about their current engagement with trade:
1. When was the last time you bought something from overseas? 

(This could be Temu, Shein, travel etc. You may have 'imported' 
something without realising it!) This starts building a discussion around 
Australia's composition of trade. 

2. What country was the item from? 
This links to Australia's direction of trade. 

3. Why did you buy it from overseas, not locally? 
This links to the benefits of trade, such as lower prices for goods.



4. Do your parents or someone you know have a job that involves trade? 
(e.g. beef farmers, tourism). This links to the benefits of trade.

5. Could there be any negative impacts of trade? 
This gets students thinking about the disadvantages of free 
trade/arguments for protection. 

With recent movements away from free trade towards protection around 
the world gaining a lot of media and political attention, students may have 
already engaged with concepts such as tariffs or trade wars. 
It is important to draw out students’ current understanding, both to spark 
interest in the topic and to gain knowledge of students' current 
understanding. 
It is likely that you may have passionate students on both sides of the free 
trade/protection debate, and it’s important to be conscious of this. 



• Tradle
• https://oec.world/en/games/

tradle 
• Connectrade
• https://oec.world/en/games/

connectrade 

The Observatory of 
Economic Complexity

https://oec.world/en/games/tradle
https://oec.world/en/games/tradle
https://oec.world/en/games/connectrade
https://oec.world/en/games/connectrade
https://oec.world/en
https://oec.world/en


Interactive Games 
and Simulations

• Illustrating International Trade in the Classroom
• The Trade Game
• Marginal Revolution University 

– Best In- Person Economics Games for the Classroom
• IMF Trading Around the World
• Trade Game – online
• Circular Flow Simulation (Worksheet 11.1)

https://www.economicsnetwork.ac.uk/showcase/young_tradegame
https://www.socialstudiesar.org/blog/tradegame
https://mru.org/teacher-resources/active-learning/best-in-person-economics-games-classroom
https://mru.org/teacher-resources/active-learning/best-in-person-economics-games-classroom
https://www.imf.org/external/np/exr/center/econed/g_trade.htm
https://www.economicsnetwork.ac.uk/handbook/printable/games_v5.pdf
https://www.economicsnetwork.ac.uk/showcase/sloman_game
https://www.economicsnetwork.ac.uk/showcase/young_tradegame
https://www.imf.org/external/np/exr/center/students/trade/index.htm


Critical Thinking Activity

• With many topical examples of trade 
protection globally at present, this is an 
excellent opportunity to engage 
students with arguments for and 
against trade protection.

• Ask students to address a question 
‘Should Australia retaliate against US 
tariffs by imposing a 10% tariff on all 
imports from the US into Australia?’ 

• This could be done as a paragraph 
writing activity or a debate.

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gR3BBB6Kt-U



Scaffold 
for 
activity

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJqOzk7PoyY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJqOzk7PoyY


Link to real world 
examples to illustrate 
impacts with data:

• China tariffs on Australian 
wine and other goods 2021-24.

• Current US tariffs on 
Australian beef, steel and 
aluminium currently.

• Current US tariffs on Chinese 
and Chinese retaliation



Incorporating into essay paragraphs

Example Use to example to illustrate impacts 

Explain Explain impacts referencing letters in diagram

Draw Draw diagram

Define Define tariff



Student Sample from essay on impacts of 
global protectionist policies on Australia’s economy



Critically 
Analysing Media

• Identifying the Trade Topic
• Type of trade and barriers

• Economic Concepts & Theories
• Comparative advantage, role of trade, trade 

barriers
• Data & Evidence

• Statistics, trends and graphs
• Policy & Institutional Context

• Trade Agreements and Government Policy
• Impacts & Consequences

• Effects of trade, stakeholders, unintended and 
intended consequences

• Source & Perspective 
•  credible and unbiased viewpoints, stakeholders

• Critical Thinking 
• assumptions, alternatives and outcomes



Videos/Film
• Clickview 

• Make it interactive for students.
• Using AI to assist in making questions

• Brisk – free version 
• Creates multiple choice 

questions in order of the video
• Inquiry questions based on the 

webpage

https://www.briskteaching.com/?r=0
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-06-30/trading-in-chaos/105478646


Example 



Classroom 
activities to get 
students thinking

• Concept Mapping (Mind Maps)
• Debates
• Using Real World Case Studies
• Data Interpretation Tasks
• Role Play/Simulations 

(Interactive Games)
• Economic Modelling
• Multi-Perspective Analysis
• Inquiry-Based Learning
• Critical reading of the media



Interactive Activities- Offline



Interactive 
Activities-
Online

https://mru.org/
https://learn.mru.org/lesson-plans/international-trade-unit/
https://mru.org/teacher-resources/active-learning/winners-and-losers-international-trade-interactive-practice
https://mru.org/teacher-resources/active-learning/graphing-gains-trade-interactive-practice


• Explainer - The Balance of Payments

• Explainer - Trade in Australia’s 
Balance of Payments

• Explainer - Australia and the Global 
Economy- The Terms of Trade Boom

• Chart Pack – Balance of Payments 
and External Position

• Statement of Monetary Policy 
– May 2025 – In Depth – Global 
Economy and Financial Markets 

https://www.rba.gov.au/chart-pack/balance-payments.html 

https://www.rba.gov.au/
https://www.rba.gov.au/education/resources/explainers/the-balance-of-payments.html
https://www.rba.gov.au/education/resources/explainers/trends-in-australias-balance-of-payments.html
https://www.rba.gov.au/education/resources/explainers/trends-in-australias-balance-of-payments.html
https://www.rba.gov.au/education/resources/explainers/australia-and-the-global-economy.html
https://www.rba.gov.au/education/resources/explainers/australia-and-the-global-economy.html
https://www.rba.gov.au/chart-pack/balance-payments.html
https://www.rba.gov.au/chart-pack/balance-payments.html
https://www.rba.gov.au/publications/smp/2025/may/in-depth-global-economy-and-financial-markets.html#1-2-how-do-higher-tariffs-affect-the-global-economy
https://www.rba.gov.au/publications/smp/2025/may/in-depth-global-economy-and-financial-markets.html#1-2-how-do-higher-tariffs-affect-the-global-economy
https://www.rba.gov.au/chart-pack/balance-payments.html


https://oec.world/en/tariff-simulator-report

Data Interpretation

https://oec.world/en
https://oec.world/en/tariff-simulator-report


Australia’s trade in goods and 
services 2024

Fact sheets for countries, 
economies and regions

https://www.dfat.gov.au/
https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/trade-and-investment-data-information-and-publications/trade-and-economic-fact-sheets-for-countries-economies-and-regions
https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/trade-and-investment-data-information-and-publications/trade-and-economic-fact-sheets-for-countries-economies-and-regions
https://www.dfat.gov.au/trade/trade-and-investment-data-information-and-publications/trade-and-economic-fact-sheets-for-countries-economies-and-regions#u
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/usa-cef.pdf
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/chin-cef.pdf


Any Further Questions?

Always happy to help!

Contact: Chantal.young@ascham.nsw.edu.au

Contact: mpettinger@stpeters.sa.edu.au



Resources 
from today's 
session
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