
Strategies to teach the NAIRU to
high school Eco students.

"Wow,
you're
brave."

Alex Symonds
Emanuel School



Narrow the focus -- students
don't need to be subject matter
experts

Focus on application -- past
HSC-style questions are the key

Focus on feedback -- student
marking activities

Three things
to focus on



What do students
WANT to know?

Everything. Every
conceivable angle or fact.

A simple definition for the
NAIRU.

Nothing. They want
nothing to do with the
NAIRU.

What happens
above/below/at the NAIRU.

"My friend who's at school
X was told that..."

The 'appropriate' policy
responses above and
below the NAIRU.

What do students
NEED to know?

Narrow the focus.1.



What do students NEED to know?

"PUT SIMPLY*..."

*hold the Phillips Curve



TWO core ideas
At the NAIRU, cyclical UE = 0

(and this is considered FE)

The NAIRU tells us which policy settings
to use to address UE.



2. Focus on application

There is a pattern in terms of the
way NAIRU questions are asked in
the NSW Eco HSC.
Students do not need to be prepared
to write an essay solely on the
NAIRU.
What do they need to be prepared
for?



"Can you read over my
notes on the NAIRU?"

VS Source: NESA, 2015 NSW Eco HSC



Source: NESA, 2020 NSW Eco HSC



A useful jumping off point

Graph: RBA



Graph: RBA

What is the relationship between UE and the NAIRU at point A and B?

What types of UE are present or absent at point A and B?

What would happen to inflation pressures at point A and B (with explanation)?

What could be policy responses at point A and B? Explain how they would

affect the level of UE and the economy.



3. Focus on feedback 

Source: NESA, 2015 NSW Eco HSC (for Q23)





Keep the conversation going:
 
 
 
 

youtube.com/alexsymonds

mrsymonds.com

asymonds@emanuelschool.nsw.edu.au


