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- Understand the world
- around you.

Make a difference.
Explore economics.

“ To find out more about how you could make a difference x RESERVE BANK OF AUSTRALIA
amm if you study economics, visit: www.rba.gov.au/education
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When people are willing and able to work,
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unemployed. When unemployment is high,
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fter finishing school, Jacob enrolled ina "4
Bachelor of Economics at the University of

Sydney. While till at uni, he found out about the

RBA's two-year grad program, where fresh grads

work across several departments, applying their

skills to a real-world policy environment.

“| was encouraged to apply, but | was realistic
about my chances,” Jacob says. “I had no
relevant work experience and a whole honours
year left of my degree.”

Not only did he land the gig, he has
continued on at the RBA full-time.

Now, Jacob works as an analyst,
writing reports about the dollar
and analysing the exchange rate.

“|t's very cool to be writing
about the Australian dollar while
people around me are actively
trading it, and to watch in real
time as major pieces of
economic news unfold in
markets,” he says.

— Gemma Chilton
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feeds into the daily briefing forthe
Governors later that morning! I'm rostered
to do thisonce @ weekandit'sa great way
to start my day pecause it gets me up to
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Want a
planep-saving career?
o onsider economics!
.nomics is important in the fight i
climate change because it helplsgus ?ﬁ:ﬁm

Meet four economists using their skills to build informed decisions ap
a brighter, more sustainable future fosources. By studying economics, you can

learn how to balance the needs of people
A
Y 7

businesses and the énvironment to
Ccreate g, Sustainable future. So, if
you're passionate about sa,vin’g
the Dlanet, this could be the
career for youl
—Amy Russell
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1| FAYE WANG

IS HELPING P.REIJICT-AUSTRALIA'S
ECONOMIC FUTURE THROUGH A CLIMATE LENS

Faye sees climate change as the number one issue
impacting our generation, and it’s part of her job at the
Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA) to try to work out how
climate change might impact our economy.

“I'm part of a community of economists conducting
research around how we can manage climate risks and
influence policy,” she explains.

Faye became interested in the environment and economics
«™ during the global financial crisis.

She studied a Bachelor of Laws / Economics (Honours) at
the University of Sydney and was initially interested in a legal
career, but soon gravitated towards the economics side of
her degree.

“I discovered it was less about numbers and more about
people and social impact,” she says.
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"= Encouraged by a uni lecturer to apply for the RBA graduate
program, Faye has since built a successful career working
' across several different departments.

“My own economics skills in forecasting and scenario
modelling have been really useful in trying to quantify what
climate change means for the economy,” she says. “I make
projections about what might happen if we do nothing, versus
if we act to address the issue.”

Faye loves how diverse her role at the RBA is, with the
opportunity to tune in to policy debates and participate in
policy discussion forums.

“Itis both challenging and exciting to be given the
opportunity to speak up in front of senior staff and influence
policy-making decisions,” she says.

LAUREN TROMPP / SHUTTERSTOCK
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#E JUSTIN PLANT

IS COMBINING HIS ENGINEERING AND ECONDMICS KNOW-HOW
TO TRANSITION AUSTRALIA TO A GREEN ENERGY FUTURE

fter studying a double degree in environmental engineering and finance, Justin
says he slowly became “more and more curious about the economic drivers of
the energy transition to renewable energy”, and s decided to follow up his degree
8 with a Master of Economics.
S L=l Now, Justin is an energy economist with the Commonwealth Department of
4. Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water. His job involves thinking about
the future of Australia's energy system and helping determine the steps we can take

today to transition toa greener energy future.
His team uses mathematical models to represent the electricity and gas networks that

transport energy around the country. These models can inform us about the future — for
example, how Australia can generate more electricity from solar and wind power while also

ensuring we have a reliable energy supply.
""" ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEER.

BACHELOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL MAGTER OF ECONOMICS. UNIVERSITY

ENGINEERING / FINANCE. :

VR WESTERN AUSTRALIA OF AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS WOODSIDE Er@
TMENT OF CLIMATE CHANGE.

QUANTITATIVE ANALYST. ENERGY ECONDMIST. DEPAR
KYOS ENERGY ANALYTICS ENERGY. THE ENVIRONMENT AND WATER

#3 PROFESSOR FRANK JOTZ0 =

IS TRAINING THE NEXT GENERATION OF ECONOMISTS AND
RESEARCHING HOW TO ACHIEVE A CLIMATE-SAFE ECONOMY

As a professor in environmental and climate change economics, Frank is helping
to train the next generation to deal with climate change. Frank also does @

t helps Australia — and the world — understand the economic
e gas emissions, and to find ways to

research tha
opportunities in moving to net-zero greenhous

deal with the challenges of that transition.
“The best part of my job is that | get to work with people who are smart and

passionate about helping make a positive difference in the world,” he says.
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##U SARAH NANKERVIS .

ADVISES GOVERNMENTS AND BUSINESSES
ON CLIMATE AND ENERGY POLICY

Apassion for the environment led Sarahtoa
year focused on environmental economics.

of carbon pricing on the forestry sector.
Today, Sarah works as an economist for a company called Sapere, focusing on

assigning economic value to the environment “which can't speak for itself”, and
finding cost-effective solutions to public policy or business challenges. Her aimisto
minimise negative impact to the environment — and, where possible, improve

environmental outcomes.
Sarah says environmental
uncommon career path, even thoughit'sa growth area. “It
interesting and satisfying, and you can make a real difference.”
BACHELOR OF
ECONOMICS (HONOURS) GRADUATE ECONOMIST
LA TROBE UNIVE . VICTORIAN DEPARTMENT |
RSITY TREASURY AND FINANCEF

Bachelor of Economics with an Honours
Her thesis was on the potential impacts

economics is a great choice because it's still a relatively
is always evolving,
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WANT TO BUILD THE PERFECT CV FO

*VE GOT YOU COVERED

R AN ECONOMICS CAREER? WE

€ Phone number
@ Address

@ Email address

@ Linkedin profile

@ Twitter / blog
/ portfolio

REFEREES

This is where you add a
list of people who can
vouch for you to your
future employer!
Building up your network
of mentors in this field
will be super valuable for
your career, and not just
as referees — they can
also help to guide you
and send you
opportunities and ideas
to advance your career.

NAME
SURNAME

'UBJEI:TIVE

This is a summary that gives future employers your reason for applying for the job or
your big-picture career goals. And there are so many reasons to pursue a career in
economics! Whether you are passionate about the environment, social justice, or just
love crunching numbers, there’s a pathway out there for you.

’EDUI:ATII]N

There are many different study pathways that could land you a job in this field.

High school subjects

Choosing economics as an elective is a good move (but it's not necessary for

a career in economics if your school doesn'’t offer it). Sticking with maths will give
you a sound understanding of how to work with data and reason with mathematical
principles that are crucial to economics. Economists also have to be good
communicators, so English can be useful. And subjects like geography, modern
history and science can give you a good understanding of the world around you —
something that is very helpful for every economist.

Uni degrees

You could study a straight-up Bachelor of Economics at uni, or choose a different
undergraduate degree depending on your other passions or interests and then upskill
with postgraduate qualifications in economics afterwards. And don’t forget double
degree options — combine your economics undergrad with another area such as
mathematics, law or computer science for a broader set of skills.

Self-directed

Being a self-directed learner is valued by every employer. You could
head to rba.gov.au/education/resources as a start for heaps of handy
and free education resources on key economics concepts.

' SKILLS
Here are just some of the skills you'll develop throughout your study and career
journey in economics (and then add them to your real-life CV!)

v Critical thinking + Problem-solving + Data analysis «/ Communication

’EXPERIENCE

In this section you can add your relevant employment history — but don’t stress if you
haven’t had much experience yet. You can also add extracurricular competitions and
projects, volunteer work and internships to start building your economics experience
while you're studying.

Don't forget to consider how your after-school job might also be teaching you
economics concepts, whether it’s understanding supply and demand at your retail
job, or even just budgeting your weekly earnings.




